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BREAKING NEWS:

Discovering the Harem Scrolls

A companion resource 

to the historical fiction book, 

Harem Scrolls 
by Joan Campbell

Newspaper clippings and social media

posts that appeared in the original Harem

Scrolls manuscript. These fictional extracts

reveal the complex archaeological and

political implications linked to the discovery

of an ancient cache of scrolls in Jerusalem.

They offer fascinating snippets into the

author’s historical, geographical and

archaeological research for 

the writing of the book.



Israeli archaeologists today announced the

discovery of several ancient scrolls in East

Jerusalem.

The scrolls were uncovered in the area

known as the ‘City of David’, the presumed

original settlement of Bronze and Iron Age

Jerusalem.

Jerusalem University’s Professor Naomi

Blum, director of the excavation, has called

the discovery “breathtaking,” adding that it

could signify one of the three most

important archaeological findings in Israel.

 “We uncovered an intact clay pot containing

four scrolls, and from an initial study, it

appears the scrolls may date back to the

Iron Age. If this is the case, it means these

scrolls predate even the Dead Sea Scrolls,

making it one of the most significant

archaeological discoveries of our time.” 

The Jerusalem Times



Arif Farooqui fears for his children’s lives as

archaeological excavations continue under

his house in the Silwan’s Wadi Hilweh

neighbourhood in occupied East Jerusalem. 

The 38-year-old father says, “We hear the

digging all the time, and new cracks are

appearing in our walls every month. Yesterday

there was a large sinkhole in our garden. Now

I am afraid to let my children play outside.”

This is just the latest of numerous excavations

that have taken place in the area popularly

called the “City of David” by the Jewish

authorities. There is even a proposal to

displace the Arab inhabitants and turn the

whole of the area into an ‘archaeological park’. 

“It’s appalling,” Farooqui says. “Digging up old

scrolls is more important to them than the

lives of our children.”

Al-Quds Akhbar



Jerusalem

John Navarro reports for the World Press

Association that the four scrolls discovered earlier

this year in Jerusalem may be the work of a single

female scribe.

Professor Naomi Blum, director of the excavation

that discovered the scrolls, made the

announcement at a Jerusalem press conference

today. “From a preliminary analysis of the scrolls, it

appears that they were written by an ancient

woman about the lives of ancient women. Nothing

like this has ever been found before, in Israel or

anywhere else in the world.” 

Blum’s conjecture that the scrolls are the work of a

female scribe has come under attack, however.

Adam Leib, the director of the National Museum of

Israel, has called Blum’s claim ‘premature’. “The

scrolls have yet to be accurately dated, and

damage to the lid of the clay pot means they were

exposed to the elements,” said Leib. “This has

obscured some of the text. It is too early to

speculate who penned them, but it’s highly

unlikely to have been a woman.”



A Swiss laboratory, employing an updated method of

carbon-14 dating, has dated the four scrolls

discovered in Jerusalem to c. 1000–925 BCE. 

The scrolls, uncovered earlier this year, have elicited a

wave of international interest as they may be the first

ancient scrolls discovered to be written by a female

scribe. 

Rebecca Efrat, manager of the Scrolls division at the

Department of Israeli Antiquities (DIA) says they used

the Swiss firm’s services as it is one of only three

laboratories in the world using the new dating

technology. 

“Old dating technologies are more harmful to the

scrolls,” Efrat says, “but with this new method, we only

have to provide a sample that is the size of a pin-head.”

The laboratory’s findings corroborate initial estimates

by palaeography scholars that the scrolls originated in

the Iron Age IIA period.

Professor Naomi Blum, who led the excavation that

unearthed the scrolls, says she is ‘delighted’ with the

findings. “This confirms what we suspected from the

beginning. It means that these scrolls date back to the

time of the United Monarchy, and most likely to the

court of King David.”

The Smithsonian Journal



The recent discovery of a cache of Iron IIA scrolls

in Jerusalem, and archaeologists’ claims that

they were penned by a female scribe, have

renewed scholarly debate about literacy levels

amongst Israelites under the reign of King David

and King Solomon. 

In his new book “Ethnography of Ancient

Literacy,” Professor Jonathon Greene asserts that

there is evidence that literacy in Israel in the First

Temple Period (1000-586 BCE ) had spread

beyond royal and priestly scribes, to include a

small percentage of the military ranks. 

Despite the growing literacy levels of the time, a

female scribe would have been an ‘anomaly’

according to Greene. “There is absolutely no

evidence to support the supposition of a female

scribe in the period from which the scrolls date.

It’s almost inconceivable that a woman would

have been taught to read, much less write, in the

ancient patriarchal society in question.”

Archaeology Today



Jerusalem

John Navarro reports for the World Press Association

that continued excavations have uncovered an

additional scroll and small pieces of papyrus in the

cache of ancient documents that are popularly being

called ‘The Harem Scrolls’.

The scrolls were discovered in an archaeological dig

site east of Jerusalem, under the leadership of

Jerusalem University’s Professor Naomi Blum.

According to Blum the recently discovered fifth scroll

has incurred severe fire damage.

“We will see what we can do with modern imaging

technology. We may yet be able to reconstruct some

of the contents of the scroll,” Blum said at a press

conference in Jerusalem. “But we have the four other

scrolls to work on too. There is much work to be

done.”

The archaeologists have also uncovered small items

of jewellery including blue stones identified as Lapis

Lazuli, probably originating in modern-day

Afghanistan. The discovery of jewellery at the dig site

adds weight to Blum’s assertion that the scrolls were

penned by a woman. 



From Twitter:

@KateLeroy Why the insulting name? 3000

years later women are still objects of

exploitation. #HaremScrolls

@ProfNaomiBlum Polygamy was a feature

of ancient Israel. We believe the scrolls

describe life in a harem and so they are

accurately named. #HaremScrolls

@ZariaAmir Why the fuss @KateLeroy?

Harem is the word we use to describe the

women’s sanctuary in the home



Residents of Silwan’s Wadi Hilweh neighbourhood

in occupied East Jerusalem took to the streets

today to protest the continued digging activity at

the site of the so-called Harem Scrolls. 

Palestinian activist and lawyer Habeeba al-Masih,

who led the demonstration, told reporters that

residents have sent a cease-and-desist notice to

stop the Jerusalem University’s excavation team. 

“Blum and her team need to be stopped in order

for an independent body to assess the damage the

dig is causing and to put safety precautions in

place. If she will not allow this to happen, we will

take the issue to court,” said al-Masih.

However, shopkeeper, Haani al-Tawil (72) doubts

that the courts will stop the dig. “I have lived in this

neighbourhood since I was a boy and there is

always somebody with a spade. They don’t listen

to us when we say we are worried about our

houses. They don’t care and their courts won’t

care either.” 

Al-Quds Akhbar



The arrest of Palestinian activist and lawyer

Habeeba al-Masih by Israeli authorities has been

widely condemned. 

Al-Masih was arrested on Thursday evening after

leading a small, peaceful demonstration in protest

of an archaeological excavation in Jerusalem’s

Wadi Hilweh neighbourhood. Earlier this year, the

Jerusalem University excavation team uncovered

the scrolls popularly known as ‘The Harem Scrolls’.

Residents claim that, due to poor planning and

lack of care, the ongoing excavation is causing

damage to their homes and putting their lives at

risk. 

“One of the critical steps in an archaeological dig

is consultation,” says Professor Graham Lockton of

the University of Boston’s archaeology

department. “This allows all the stakeholders to

express their concerns and ensures that the

archaeology team takes their responsibility of

extreme care seriously. In the case of the Wadi

Hilweh dig, it appears that residents were not

consulted before a permit was granted.” 

The Massachusetts Mirror



Last month’s arrest of Palestinian activist and lawyer

Habeeba al-Masih has brought to light the need for

reform in the granting of archaeological dig permits by

the Department of Israeli Antiquities (DIA) says

Palestinian historian Luwai al-Fadel.

The DIA has come under attack after claims that ‘The

Harem Scrolls’ dig site in the East of Jerusalem did not

follow due process, including consulting with the Wadi

Hilweh residents that al-Masih represented at the time of

her arrest.

DIA spokesman Nachman Breuer said that the DIA was

satisfied that Jerusalem University’s Professor Blum had

met all the requirements in the permit application

process. “The DIA takes seriously its role of protecting

the archaeological riches of our country and we would

never grant a permit to an irresponsible party.” 

However, Luwai al-Fadel has been outspoken in his

criticism of the DIA. “This is not the first time the DIA has

given permits to Israeli archaeologists that should have

come under greater scrutiny. To date no Palestinian has

ever been given a permit to dig even on sites that are

historically relevant to us, but the Israeli archaeologists

can put in a request on Monday and be digging on Friday.”

Breuer has called al-Fadel’s statement ‘absurd’ and said

the historian does not understand the rigorous process

involved in gaining a permit from the DIA.

Israel Today



A detailed analysis of the Harem Scroll א (HS Alef)

has found that the ink on the scroll is similar in

composition to the black ink used on the Dead

Sea Scrolls. 

The scroll was analysed in an unnamed Israeli

cyclotron facility where it was found that the ink

was carbon black, made of carbon soot from olive

oil lamps. Traces of honey, used as a thinning

material, was also found in the ink. 

Scholars with the Department of Israeli Antiquities

(DIA) have confirmed that the scroll is a parchment

made of processed gazelle hide. In antiquity

gazelle and ibis hides were often used for non-

religious writings, in contrast to goat and calf

hides which were used for more significant

religious texts. 

Archaeology Today



Professor Naomi Blum has called the discovery of a

scrap of fabric at the archaeological site of the

Harem Scrolls, solid evidence that the scrolls

originated in a royal court. 

The blue dye used on the fabric has been identified

as Tyrian purple, the colour of an ancient pigment

made from murex sea snails. “This pigment was so

rare and costly it could only be afforded by kings,”

Blum said. 

Gregory Burr, an archaeology student working on

the site said their team was excited to discover the

fabric tucked into the base of a small clay lamp.

“The fact that the lamp was still intact is the only

reason the fabric survived,” said Burr. “Textiles are

organic material¸ and decompose rapidly but

somebody had tucked this material away like a

small treasure, and thousands of years later we

were the ones to discover it.”

Tyrian purple dye was highly valued in antiquity, as

the process of extracting it involved tens of

thousands of snails and was labour intensive. It

came in various shades of red, purple, and blue but

the most popular colour was that of dark, clotted

blood. The dye may have been produced by the

ancient Phoenicians as early as 1570 BC.

The Jerusalem Times



Jerusalem

John Navarro reports for the World Press

Association that the ‘Harem Scrolls’ may have

been written by a concubine of King David. 

Jerusalem University’s Professor Naomi Blum,

previously criticised for her assertion that the

scrolls her excavation team discovered in the City

of David were penned by a woman, has now gone

one step further in identifying the scribe. 

“Our graphologists have confirmed that the scrolls

were written by a single individual and the content

suggests that she was one of King David’s non-

Hebrew concubines,” Blum reported this morning.

At the same press conference, Adam Leib, director

of the National Museum of Israel, said, “When

Naomi first showed me the scrolls, I couldn’t

believe they were the work of a woman. But now

that I’ve had time to study them and confer with

the experts, I am beginning to believe it is true. If a

woman wrote these scrolls from inside Israel’s

royal court, they are one of a kind.” 



Internal Email 

FROM: jennygreene@wpa.org

TO: johnnavarro@wpa.org

SUBJECT: Harem Scrolls scoop on MBC

John

I just watched the MBC news segment on the

Harem Scrolls press release and Greg Parker

announced the name of the concubine scribe as

Tabytha/Tawaassi!! Why wasn’t this critical fact

included in your article?

Jen

FROM: johnnavarro@wpa.org

TO: jennygreene@wpa.org

SUBJECT: Re: Harem Scrolls scoop on MBC

Jen

Neither Blum nor Leib mentioned the concubine’s

name. I have attached my voice recording of the

press release so you can check for yourself. It

wouldn’t surprise me if Greg used his lady-killer-

charm to great effect on the dowdy prof to get it

out of her.

John

mailto:jennygreene@wpa.org
mailto:johnnavarro@wpa.org
mailto:johnnavarro@wpa.org
mailto:jennygreene@wpa.org


“Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were

written on a scroll, that they were inscribed with

an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever!”

(Job 19:23–4 NIV)

I couldn’t help but think of the recently discovered

Harem Scrolls when I read this verse this morning.

The scrolls, written by an ancient woman called

Tabytha, were found in Jerusalem and date back

to the time of King David. As I thought about the

scrolls and meditated on this verse in Job, I was

struck anew by the power of the written word. 

Words transcend time, space and even culture.

Through the medium of writing, we can discover

the thoughts of a woman who lived 3000 years

ago. I write this on my computer in Cape Town and

you read it in your armchair in a very different

country and culture to my own. Words have the

power to unite us and never have we needed

unifying words more than in these troubled times. 

(extract from ‘The unifying power of words’ blog

post by Christina Zander)



Tawaassi, the ancient woman who wrote the

Harem Scrolls, was strong and educated.

She wasn’t Jewish. She was one of us and

she fearlessly gave a voice to the voiceless.

She is role model for all Palestinian women.

#tawaassiscrolls

Palestinian Women’s Empowerment Centre

(PWEC) Facebook Page



Since the discovery that the Harem Scrolls

were written by a Jebusite woman called

Tawaassi, Palestinians have been quick to

adopt her as their own, claiming that they are

descendants of the Jebusites. 

Old Testament scholar, Henry Kraus refutes this

theory in his new book The Disputed

Jerusalem. “No archaeological or historical

evidence supports the Jebusite-Palestinian link,

but in the Middle East history is always

political.”

Extract from The New York Tribune Book

Review 



GP: How are you feeling since you discovered the

scrolls, Naomi?

NB: I’m still reeling from it all, Greg. This is what

every archaeologist dreams of – to discover

something this rare and precious. Every day I am

grateful that we unearthed this treasure. 

GP: Does the public interest in the Harem Scrolls

surprise you?

NB: Not really. I think this fires up everyone’s

imagination. We all love to get a glimpse into the

past and the fact that this glimpse comes from a

woman’s perspective makes it incredibly special. 

Unearthing The Harem Scrolls: An MBC Exclusive

(transcript extract)



Jerusalem 

John Navarro reports for the World Press

Association that the first and second scrolls of The

Harem Scrolls, discovered early last year in

Jerusalem, have been digitized. 

Portions of the text can be viewed on the National

Museum of Israel’s website, along with an English

translation. 

From the text it appears that both scrolls were

penned by an ancient Jebusite woman called

Tabytha, a concubine of King David. Whereas

Scroll א (HS Alef) describes her own life, Scroll ב
(HS Beit) gives a first-person account of the life of

one of King David’s queens, Michal.

Queen Michal, the daughter of King David’s

predecessor Saul, may be familiar to those of the

Jewish and Christian faith who have read the

Biblical narrative. However, Adam Leib, director of

the National Museum of Israel says that the scroll

gives a very different perspective on the life of

Michal. “The male writer of 1 and 2 Samuel often

portrays Michal in a negative light but through her

scroll, we discover a different picture altogether.

What we see is a woman who was a pawn in the

hands of powerful men.”



Our website crashed this morning after the

announcement that sections of The Harem

Scrolls could be viewed online. We received

more than 2,500 views in the first hour and

our system could not handle the traffic.

Please be patient - our tech team is hard at

work and we will let you know as soon as we

are back online. Thank you for your interest

in this amazing ancient treasure! 

National Museum of Israel Facebook Page



The recent discovery of ‘The Harem Scrolls’,

purported to be the work of one of King David’s

concubines, has sparked renewed interest and

debate amongst Biblical scholars on the topic of

ancient harems and the role of concubines. 

Even a cursory review of the literature shows the

differing views of scholars on this topic. McCarter

defines concubines as "slave women who

belonged to wealthy households and bore children

but did not share all the legal privileges of wives."

Anderson argues that the actual status of

concubines is unclear and that they need not have

been slave wives. He cites Werner Plautz’s

definition of a concubine as a legitimate wife of

second rank.

Scholars have also widely debated why King David

acquired ten concubines (in violation of Deut.

17:17). Most scholars are content to attribute the

growth in the size of David’s harem to his

increasing prestige and prosperity. 

(continued on next page)



(from previous page)

The author of this article contends that David’s

concubines were Jebusite women taken by David

for diplomatic advantage. David's capture of Jebus

can be seen as a military coup in which he

expropriates supreme command of an existing

(Jebusite) political organization and therefore

marriages to daughters of the powerful Jebusite

families would have been essential. Marrying these

women secured the loyalty of the Jebusite citizens

to the new Hebrew regime, making these "treaty

marriages." 

This explanation also clarifies why David left the

population of Jebus untouched, a deviation from

the customary treatment of a defeated enemy.

Extract of King David’s Jebusite Treaty Wives by

Alan F. Fields (Journal of Biblical Analysis)



Saul Levitt, director of the conservative Morasha

Foundation has been criticised for his statement

that the Harem Scrolls are ‘a treasure for the

Jewish people, one that will give insight into King

David as a husband and a father.’

David Cohen, CEO of the Israeli NGO Adamah

Shaveh, which opposes the politicization of

archaeological sites, has called Levitt’s statement

‘ignorant and biased’. “We have yet to learn

precisely what the scrolls contain, so the

assumption that it will give specific insights is

presumptuous at the very least,” Cohen said. “The

only thing we are fairly sure of right now is that the

scrolls were not written by a Hebrew woman. If

anything, this should give the Morasha Foundation

pause to consider whether their attempts to claim

that all archaeological discoveries in the Eastern

part of the city prove the Jewish Biblical narrative.” 

Archaeologist Cohen founded Adamah Shaveh in

2012 in response to what he termed ‘the alarming

trend by the right wing to use archaeology in Israel

to marginalize other cultures and civilizations.’

Cohen has been particularly outspoken with

regards to the narrative of discoveries found in the

area popularly called the City of David.

Israel Today



To those who profess the Jewish or Christian

faith, the importance of the discovery of ‘The

Harem Scrolls’ cannot be understated. 

To date, archaeologists have unearthed little to

prove the Biblical narrative of King David and the

United Monarchy. Since the only books recording

his reign are found in the Bible (I and II Samuel, I

Kings, and I Chronicles), sceptical scholars have

been quick to dismiss David and his kingdom as

mere folklore. 

These scholars, however, have not been able to

deny the inscription at Tel Dan in northern Israel

(uncovered by archaeologists in 1993-95), which

mentions the House of David. This, the earliest

extra-biblical reference to King David, shows that

within 150 years of his reign there was an

internationally recognized dynasty of Davidic

kings. 

The Harem Scrolls are further proof that King

David did exist and was not a mythical fabrication.

Christianity Weekly



After months of intense work, the imaging and

analysis of the final two intact ‘Harem Scrolls’ has

finally been completed. According to Jerusalem

University spokesperson, Thomas Reichart, the

scrolls are the handiwork of King David’s

concubine, Tabytha, but contain the recorded

account of his wives, Abigail, and Ahinoam.
 

“Ahinoam’s scroll is a short one and only covers a

brief period of history but it is still of

immeasurable worth in confirming the veracity of

the Biblical narrative,” Reichart said. “Abigail’s

scroll is much longer and shows the significant

role she and other women played in the reign of

King David. The value of its content cannot be

overstated.” 

Reichert could not confirm when the actual

scrolls would be visible for viewing by the public

but Adam Leib, the director of the National

Museum of Israel, has confirmed that the design

of the display room planned to house the scrolls

has been approved.

The Jerusalem Times



From Twitter:

@JohniBoy where are the actual scrolls

@ProfNaomiBlum? Will they be housed with

the Dead Sea Scrolls? Will the public be able to

view them? #HaremScrolls

@ProfNaomiBlum Currently they are at an

underground facility with perfect light and

temperature control to avoid deterioration.

They will not go to the Shrine of the Book

which houses the Dead Sea Scrolls. The plan is

to have a permanent display at @NMI in the

coming years. #HaremScrolls



Cruelty to animals has a much older history than

the pelt trade. The ancient dye known as Tyrian

purple is one of the oldest known dyes on earth,

dating back about 3,500 years. Recently this

dye made headline news when a small piece of

Tyrian-dyed fabric was discovered at an

archaeological site in Jerusalem. 

Created from the desiccated glands of sea

snails, the highly prized purple dye required the

death of tens of thousands of snails to colour

just a small fabric swatch. 

Fortunately, British chemist William Perkin broke

the cruel monopoly of ‘royal purple’ in 1856,

when he accidentally discovered synthetic

purple. 

If you’re worried about an item of clothing or an

art pigment, remember to check the PETA lists

for possible red (and purple) flags.

Fashion’s Torrid Past of Animal Cruelty, The

Vegan Voice



Abstract: The oft-disputed word ה ירָ בִ (Gebirah) גְּ

is used four times in the Hebrew Bible as a title

for a specific royal woman yet never with

reference to any of King David’s wives. This

article reviews Near Eastern literature and the

royal family documentation of the Ottoman

empire to support the argument that the

Gebirah title was not solely used for queen

mothers but rather for the most politically

powerful woman in a polygamous royal court. It

then reviews the Harem Scrolls to argue against

scholarly assertions that Bathsheba fulfilled this

prominent role in King David’s court. Instead, it

asserts that Abigail fulfils the role of the ancient

Near Eastern Gebirah.

The Politics of King David’s Royal Harem,

Gabriella J. Sole (Old Testament Studies

Journal)



The bird of prey mentioned in Scroll  א (HS Alef) of

the Harem Scrolls is most likely a Sooty Falcon, Falco

Condor. 

My colleagues and I based this conclusion off two

observations made in the scroll. Firstly, the bird is

described as being the colour as ash. Secondly,

mention is made of a curved beak and yellow-rimmed

eyes. 

Although the writer of the scroll describes the bird as

large, and the Sooty Falcon is classified as a medium

sized raptor, we agreed that to an inexperienced

observer the bird might look large in comparison to

the average sized birds around Jerusalem. 

The Sooty Falcon is an elegant bird of prey, 32–37

cm long with a 78–90 cm wingspan. It is shaped like a

large hobby or a small Eleonora's falcon, with long

pointed wings, long tail, and slim body. The birds

breed on cliffs in the desert regions of Israel, from the

Judean Desert in the north to Eilat mountains in the

south. They feed on migrating birds, usually hunted in

the air. It is a 'red-list' species, categorized as Near-

threatened. A recent study showed that there are 70-

90 pairs breeding in Israel.

Israel Birding Magazine 

Extract of article by Dr. Jadon Ehrenstein, head of the

Ornithology Department, Jerusalem University



Stack Chat (Bible Study)

The Hebrew word pârats, meaning to ‘break out’, is

used to describe God’s angry action against both

the Philistines (2 Sam. 5:20) and Uzzah (2 Sam. 6:

8). How can we reconcile that Uzzah, merely

reaching out to steady the ark, faced the same

judgement as the godless Philistines? 17 Answers

The Levite priests, including Uzzah, should have

known the regulations for handling the ark (see Ex

25:15; Num. 4:5-6 and 1 Chron. 15:13-15) and his

casual attitude shows a contempt for the holiness

of God. Israel needed a vivid reminder that those

who claim to serve God need to do so completely

on His terms. (Answered by Frank S.)

We must remember that the ark was Israel’s most

holy relic and a symbol of God’s presence. God’s

actions may seem unfair as Uzzah surely meant no

harm, but it was a lesson to us all that God is holy

and powerful and that ‘the fear of the Lord is the

beginning of wisdom’ (Proverbs 9:10). (Answered

by JS King)



25 Facts that Will Surprise You 

Fact #9

Jewish parents are 17% more likely to call their

newborn daughter Tabytha than last year this time,

and Palestinian parents are 22% more likely to call

their newborn daughters Tawaassi. This trend is

attributed to the discovery of the Harem Scrolls,

written 3,000 years ago by a Jebusite concubine

called Tawaassi who was renamed Tabytha by the

Hebrew King David. www.funfacts2day.com

http://www.funfacts2day.com/


The burned scroll uncovered in the cache of Iron IIA

scrolls in Jerusalem (popularly known as The Harem

Scrolls) is being mapped using the high-resolution

x-ray detector, HEXITEC. 

In a technique that involves x-raying, 3-D imaging

and ‘digitally unfurling’ the scroll, Israeli scholars

hope to decipher its content. The greatest challenge

they face is that the scroll’s ink does not contain

iron or lead which would show up more clearly on an

x-ray. Instead, they are relying on subtle differences

in texture between the parchment and ink. 

The technique of multispectral imaging of scrolls

was pioneered by an American computer scientist

named Brent Seales, director of the Center for

Visualization & Virtual Environments at the

University of Kentucky. In 2015 Seales successfully

used the technique on a roll of carbonised

parchment found in the ruins of a 6  century

synagogue in Ein Gedi, on the western shore of the

Dead Sea. 

th

Seales is hoping to use the same technique on

several charred Herculaneum scrolls, discovered in

the ancient Roman resort on the Bay of Naples,

Italy, and buried by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius

in A.D. 79. 

Archaeology Today



Jerusalem

John Navarro reports for the World Press

Association that the x-raying of the fifth, burned

Harem Scroll has offered little insight as to its

contents.

Professor Naomi Blum expressed her

disappointment that the sophisticated imaging and

‘unfurling’ of the scroll was not successful. Blum

attributes this to the fact that the ink was made of

soot itself and therefore was indistinguishable from

the burned parchment. “We could only make out

the occasional word but on the whole the scroll

remains indecipherable.” When pressed to reveal

the legible words, Blum retorted, “Perhaps some

things are better left in the past.”



From Twitter:

@alMasih_lawyer @ProfNaomiBlum should have

taken her own advice and left #haremscrolls where

they were instead of destroying our

neighbourhood. #BetterLeftinPast

@TomInToronto an archaeologist that says things

are #BetterLeftinPast doesn’t ring true. Is

@ProfNaomiBlum hiding something?

#haremscrolls

@Katie2002 is it just me or does this crazy

woman’s comment that things are better left in the

past make you want to know what’s in that scroll

more than ever? #haremscrolls #BetterLeftinPast



Since Hoodwinked exposed all in The Hoax of The

Harem Scrolls, we have uncovered more shocking

new secrets, including so-called professor Naomi

Blum’s role in the Harem Scrolls hoax and the

meaning of her cryptic words, ‘some things are

better left in the past’. What ancient secret did they

uncover in the burned scroll that they wish to bury?

What lengths will they go to occasional keep us

from knowing the truth? Sign up to our online

magazine to read the scandalous facts.

102 comments

Edmund Blake These scrolls are a fabrication by

the establishment to get us to believe all their old

lies. Now even Hoodwinked has bought into the lie

that they’re real!!!

Jan Khoo This is ridiculous. One moment you’re

telling us the Harem Scrolls are a hoax and now

you’re telling us that they contain an ancient

secret. Make up your minds – are the scrolls

authentic or not? You can’t have it both ways. 

Hoodwinked Parler Page



“Some things are better left in the past.”

Archaeologist Naomi Blum, director of the

excavation that unearthed ‘The Harem Scrolls’, last

week caused a furore with this now infamous

statement. 

The quote trended for two days on Twitter, with

countless videos and memes doing the rounds on

TikTok and other social media platforms.

On her own Twitter account, Blum vehemently

denied covering up the contents of the fifth

(burned) scroll. On Friday she tweeted to her nearly

150,000 followers: I’m a scientist who is driven to

discover the truth but sometimes archaeology does

not give us the answers we want. Sometimes the

past remains a secret despite our best attempts to

solve it. What could I possibly have to hide?

(continued on next page)
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A Jerusalem University spokesperson has said that,

as with the other scrolls, the Archaeology

department will make the images of the burned

scroll available to the public as soon as they have

completed their assessment of it. He added, “Our

university ethos is one of complete truth and

accountability. We support Professor Blum and her

hardworking team and commend them for their

amazing work on The Harem Scrolls.”

Blum has temporarily disabled her Twitter account

and, when Israel Today reached out to her, she was

not available for comment.

Israel Today



Biblical interpreters have often been perplexed by

King David’s decision to leave his concubines

behind to tend the palace, while he and the rest of

his household fled Jerusalem in the face of

Absalom’s coup (2 Samuel 15:16). 

Most scholars conclude that David’s decision to

abandon a part of his harem was a foolish one,

given the ancient custom that marriage to a

member of the royal harem was a means of

legitimizing a usurper’s claim to the throne.

However, few scholars have given a credible reason

for this tactical mistake by the usually shrewd

David. 

In a previous article (JBA Vol. 125, pp. 87-95), this

author contended that David’s concubines were

Jebusite women taken by David as ‘treaty wives’ to

secure the loyalty of the Jebusite citizenry. Building

on that scenario, this article will argue that the

concubines were wards of Jerusalem and the

property of the city-state. As such, when David fled

Jerusalem following Absalom’s coup, he not only

abdicated his throne, he also gave up his rights to

the concubines and the city itself. 

(continued on next page)
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Such territorial issues were often in evidence in

Egyptian politics (as when a pharaoh refused to

send Egyptian princesses to foreign monarchs).

Given the influence of Egypt on Canaan at the

time, the Jebusites may well have adopted the

Egyptian practices around diplomatic marriages. If

this is true, the concubines were Jebusite royal

citizens and their travels were restricted to the

confines of Jerusalem, in which case King David

had no choice but to leave them behind.
 

Extract of On King David leaving his Concubines

Behind (2 Samuel 15:16) by Alan F. Fields (Journal

of Biblical Analysis)



Stack Chat (Bible Study)

Was Absalom’s action of sleeping with the

concubines rape? How should we read 2 Samuel

16:20-22? 

28 Answers

Calling Absalom’s actions ‘rape’ is a modern

misnomer. Concubines knew as well as everyone

that their role was to provide intimacy for the king

in exchange for a comfortable life in his court.

Absalom was exercising his rights as the new king

and the concubines would have seen it as such.

Our Western sensibilities of equality and

individuality were simply not the Eastern mindset of

3000 years ago.

 (Answered by Frank S.)

Even if this act was not called rape in ancient times,

it is without a doubt an act of sexual domination

without the consent of the women, i.e. rape! Add to

that the humiliation of the act taking place in public

and I very much doubt Frank S is correct in his

assertion that the ‘concubines would have seen it’

as Absalom’s right. 

(Answered by Hannah G.)



When Tabytha ’s  c ity
fal ls  to the power fu l
Hebrew  king ,  she is
thrust  into his  palace as
a concubine.  

In a wor ld where women
are l itt le more than
objects  of  power  or
p leasure,  Tabytha
commits  the u lt imate act
of defiance.  She uses
her  forbidden ski l l  as  a
scr ibe to record the
stor ies  of  the harem ’s
women .  

 https://joancampbell.co.za/books/

Through the accounts  of  King Dav id ’s  w ives ,

Tabytha gains  a deeper  understanding of her

enigmat ic husband—a man she once feared but  is

grow ing to love.  But  as  the house of Dav id is  torn

apar t  by  lust ,  murder,  betrayal ,  and war,  Tabytha

discovers  the danger  of  belonging to the most

power fu l  man in the land .  A man both kind and

cruel ,  tender  and treacherous.

Exper ience bibl ical  history  and King Dav id ’s

court  as  you  never  have before—through the

eyes  of an ancient  concubine.  Harem Scrolls  is

the story  of one courageous  woman ’s  resolve to

give a voice to those history  wou ld forget .

https://joancampbell.co.za/books/
https://joancampbell.co.za/books/
https://joancampbell.co.za/books/

